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ABSTRACT
GABRIELLE DIANNE COGGIN: Nuove Esplorazioni in Ognina, Sicilia(New
Explorations in Ognina, Sicily)

My thesis was built around my excavations in Sicily during the summer of 2012. I
researched a church on a small islet, and some of its findings over the years. Not only did
I use my excavation notes, but I also used the notes from the earlier excavation of the
same site in the 1960s. I needed expert advice on the building and the lamp that was
found, so I contacted a Byzantine architecture specialist, and an ancient lamp specialist to
obtain their opinions on the site. In order to understand the findings from 2012,1
researched the basic history of the surrounding area of Syracuse, Sicily, and the
Byzantine Empire's expansion west into Italy. I discovered an increase of Byzantine
architecture when Syracuse was the made the capital of the empire, and ancient temples
being converted into churches, and this is possibly what happened to the church at
ih
Ognina. My conclusion was that the structure's first phase as a church may date to the 7
century along with the other churches being constructed, and that the lamp, a lO^’’ century
A.D. Byzantine lamp, was a part of a later phase of the church.
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Introduction

My journey through college has been one filled with twists and turns, just like
the journey to an undergraduate thesis. I began research with a topic that
interested me and was fun to work with. My original focus was a story from Ovid's
Metamorphoses, a collection of Roman transformation stories. After having
translated some of these stories in my Latin classes, I wanted to work with one of
them, and 1 chose the tale of Alepheus and Arethousa, told by the Muse Calliope
during a competition with the daughters of Pierus (Ovid, Met V.294-315). My
research led to me to the fountain of Arethousa on the island of Ortygia in Sicily, and
once I realized I would be visiting this site during my travels abroad, I was ecstatic.
Everything was working out perfectly.
When I first arrived in Ortygia, I can honestly say that I hated it. I wanted to
go home the very next day. I thank God every day that I did not turn and run. I fell in
love with Ortygia. The cobblestone streets, the small balconies filled with flowers,
the architecture, the history, the music,the sea and the sounds were all bellissima.
Oh the sounds, how they caressed my heart. Since I had trouble hearing at first, I
never knew what I was missing. But I cannot believe I almost missed it. Acordians
playing at the Duomo for dinner, a horn playing at the Cafe Minerva down the street,
people shouting "Buona Fortuna!" to the bride as she descended the stairs of the
Duomo,and the playful laughs of kids enjoying life filled my ears each night. And if I
was close enough to the sea, I could hear my favorite sound: the waves crashing on
the rocks as the wind picked up. It's indescribable. The Italian language was truly
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just as beautiful though. The way it rolled off the tongue was mesmerizing. The
passion of the people was contagious. I soon found myself enjoying each moment,
whether 1 was walking through the market, or hiking Mt. Etna. They enjoyed every
morsel of life: food, wine,jewelry, each other, but mostly, they just enjoyed life.
They seemed to wake up every day wanting to live their entire lives in one day.
As I spent the summer of 2012 studying abroad in Sicily, my interests
changed, which in turn, presented me with a change in my thesis topic. I went to
Sicily with one thing in mind,and that was to research the fountain of the nymph
Arethousa on the island of Ortygia. I wanted to see how the colony of Syracuse in
southeastern Sicily was connected to its mother-city Corinth in Greece through this
special nymph and her adventure across the sea. My flat was two blocks from the
fountain, and I spent a lot of time there. When I was not sitting by the fountain at a
cafe, I was in class.
My class during this trip was outside in the field, at an excavation site on the
islet of Cape Ognina. My first field experience opened my eyes to so many different
opportunities, and the world of architecture. We were digging at the site of a
church, with findings dating from the first half of the sixth millennium B.C. to the
second half of the 9th century A.D.i This site had been excavated earlier, in the
1960s,and we did not plan to spend a lot of time here. But when we realized that so
many things had been overlooked, such as three pits outside of the west wall of the
church, we decided to linger for a few more days. My initial thought was "This is
silly. 1 did not come here to clean dirt and cut down thorn bushes. 1 came to find

Antonioli, Berlinghieri, Dutton, Flavia, Monaco and Scicchitano 2008, p. 34.
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bodies and vases." As the weeks progressed, I became more appreciative of this
world of archaeology, and I learned that it was more than what I had seen on TV.
After three weeks of digging, we proceeded to find over three thousand pieces of
pottery, the apse of the church, a rock with a Byzantine cross carved into it, and a
fragmentary lamp. These findings sparked my interest in the site, and I resolved to
write my thesis on religious architecture in Syracuse, Sicily during the Byzantine
Period.
My experience in Ortigia greatly influenced my decision to reshape my thesis
topic, and to focus more on archaeology. I still wanted to include the mythology
behind the classical history of the area, but I wanted to take the opportunity of
writing a thesis to learn something new, which is what I found in the Byzantine
studies. This research of comparing my findings to older ones, and learning the
historical context in which these things would have been placed was all new
territory for me. I greatly enjoyed exploring classical myths, connecting them to
actual history, and furthermore,seeing how these myths linked different countries,
and how they continually resurface in the present day.
In Chapter I, I will begin by exploring a brief history of the Corinthian colony
of Syracuse, following its adaptations throughout the years. Since Sicily is located in
the middle of the Mediterranean Sea, it is subject to changes from every direction. It
is also an ideal center for trade, and seems to have captured a piece of everyone who
comes by it. Within the great city of Syracuse lies the ancient capital of Ortygia, an
island situated off the coast of Sicily. Small and seemingly insignificant, it contains
much information about the Corinthian colonization of Syracuse, including the myth
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passed down through the ages concerning the fresh water spring on the island, the
spring of Arethousa. The fountain and its nymph are connected to more than one
god, and they represent the founding of the city itself.
In Chapter II, the survey of Syracuse's later history creates a context for the
archaeological site of Ognina. It will include the Roman and Byzantine occupation of
Sicily.
Byzantine culture and art spread east and west through the whole
Mediterranean,so in Chapter III I shall finally investigate Cape Ognina during the
Byzantine Era, and the history of the church, according to the findings of the earlier
excavation in the 1960s. Turning to the church, I shall attempt to understand its
plan and date in the broader background of Byzantine architecture. Because a lamp
I found at the site was very appealing to me, I will examine its characteristics in
order to give it an approximate date that coincides with the date of the top layer of
the building. I hope to use the findings from the building to understand it better and
the island itself.

4

Chapter I: History of Syracuse,Sicily

Syracuse is one of the greatest Greek colonies in Italy. It has a very long
history and we shall look briefly at its development. It is located on the
southeastern tip of the island of Sicily. The first Greek colony in Sicily was Naxos,
located on the northeastern coast (fig. I). It was founded in 734 B.C. by Theokles of
Khalkis.2 In 733 B.C., the Corinthian Archias, who had been accused of being a
criminal like many founders before him, was forbidden to return to his homeland
Corinth in the Peloponnese of Greece.^ Being told that he was unable to return
home by the Corinthians, he gathered a group of followers and they headed west to
Sicily.'^ Sicily was the perfect place to lay the foundation for a new colony. Its
location is very strategic because it is in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea and
has access to most trade routes that run a path through the area.
Before he left for the site of the new colony, Archias had gone to the oracle
in Delphi to get advice on where to found a new colony. The oracle given to Archias
was mostly lost, but the traveler Pausanias, writing in the 2"^ century A.D., recorded
part of it: "Somewhere in the misty field of the sea/ Where Ortygia lies by
Thrinakia/ Alpheios's bubbling mouth intermingles/ With Arethousa's streaming
water-springs."5 Ortygia, a very small island near the southerneastern tip of Sicily
(fig. II), was endowed with a fresh water spring, causing it to be an advantageous
piece of land to control. In earlier times, it had been joined to Sicily by an isthmus.
2 Dunbabin 1948, p. 8.
3Wescoat 1989, p. 17.
4 Wescoat 1989, p. 17.
3 Pausanias V.7.3.

5

A

V.

StAMO QUl
V-IA GENOV

ISOU DI
ORTICIA

Figure I-Naxos First Greek Colony in Sicily
Figure 11-Aerial View of Ortygia
Google Image

which was eventually washed away.^ We will explore its resources, its beneficial
position, and natural security.
Ortygia was an essential part of the colony of Syracuse for various reasons.
The fresh water spring of Arethousa on the island is one of the most important
landmarks (fig. 111). It is connected with the myth told by Ovid in his Metamorphoses
[Ovid V.572-641). Ovid was writing in the late

century B.C., and he is the first

source to tell the story of the River Alpheios pursuing Arethousa from Olympia to
Sicily. He may have been the first person to write about this part of their story, but
Arethousa was a figure in Syracuse long before Ovid, appearing on coins from as
early as the beginning of the 5^^ century B.C., a topic that will be addressed later.
Even before the 5^^ century, there is evidence that the poets Ibycus, a native of the
region of Rhegium in Italy, may have learned about the myth of Alpheios and
Arethousa during his trip to Sicily. Around 525 B.C., the island of Ortygia had just
been connected to mainland Sicily, and Ibycus may have heard about the myth of
Alpheios and Arethousa while he was there.^
Returning to Ovid's late version of the myth,it recounts that a nymph named
Arethousa was bathing one day in a stream, and Alpheios, the river god of the region
of Elis in the Peloponnese, overcome with lust for her, pursued her, a typical action
taken by a dominant male towards a nymph.^ Arethousa was a devout follower of

^ Wescoat 1989, p. 12.
^ Bowra 1961, p. 244.
® Larson 2001, p. 4.
6

Figure Ill-Spring of Arethousa, Ortygia
Personal Photo

Artemis and had promised to remain chaste for the rest of her life. Alpheios was
threatening this oath,so she begged for help from Artemis. The goddess felt pity for
the nymph and hid her in a cloud, but the profuse perspiration from fear led
Alpheios to her, and she then swam under the sea to escape him. She popped up on
a small island off Italy, but so did Alpheios. Their waters were mingled in this
sacred spring, which is still there today. The older traditions on which Ovid drew
created a role for Arethousa, the role of an eponymous nymph,once her name was
given to the spring on the island Ortygia.
Nymphs serve many different roles in Greek mythology, one of which is as
founders of colonies, or very closely related to a colony.^ In two examples,the story
of Olympian Arethousa and the story of Corinthian Peirene, we have nymphs
creating a small body of water for a colony or a city.i® As told by Pausanias, Peirene
was a nymph who became the fountain in Corinth (fig. IV). Artemis had accidentally
killed her son Cenchrias, and Peirene wept for him so much that she became water
herself.il Because water is the essence of survival, these nymphs and their myths
become part of the cities or colonies'founding stories. These eponymous nymphs
give their names to their body of water,and are celebrated almost as heroines of the
city/ colony. Arethousa was important enough to Syracuse to be depicted on the
coinage of the city, from as early as the beginning of the

century B.C.(fig. V)A2

Her head appears on reverses,surrounded by dolphins, which represent the
nymph's connection to the ocean,and her journey to Sicily.
^ Larson 2001, p. 4.
10 Larson 2001, p. 5.
11 Pausanias II.3.2.
12
jenkins 1976, pp. 19-20.
7
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Figure IV-Peirene Fountain, Corinth, Greece
Figure

Century B.C. Coin Depicting Arethousa
Personal Photos

Arethousa is not only connected to her home Olympia and her colony
Syracuse, but also to the islands of Delos and Ortygia in the Aegean Sea, birthplaces
of the heavenly twins Artemis and Apollo. As told in the Homeric Hymn to Delian
Apollo, Leto, the mother of Apollo and Artemis, was forbidden by Hera to give birth
to her children on any place that the sun saw. Because Delos and Ortygia were
sometimes under the water,she was able to give birth first to Artemis on Ortygia,
and then to Apollo on Delos.

The spring on the island Ortygia at Syracuse is also

sacred to Artemis, who is the divine leader of Arethousa, and helped her escape
there. As we shall see, there was also a shrine built for Artemis around the time of
the colonization of the island. Arethousa and Artemis are connected even further,
according to a myth told by Pausanias, who, when he saw the statue of Alpheian
Artemis in a temple at Letrini in Elis, proclaimed that she had that name because she
too was almost violated by Alpheios.^^
On the other hand, we know of the river god, Alpheios, who pursued
Arethousa into Sicily, and mingled his waters with hers. He has connections with
many different cities and colonies, seeing as one of his talents was being able to sink
into the ground and reappear in a different location.i^ According to the original
oracle given to the founder of Syracuse, Archias, as reported by Pausanias, was
expected to search for a place where "Alpheios’s bubbling mouth intermingles/ With

13 In the Homeric Hymn appears a short praise of Leto:"You are blessed, for you
have borne glorious children,/Namely Apollo the Master and Artemis Strewer of
Arrows,/Her on the isle of Ortygia, him on precipitous Delos", Hine 1972, p. 17.
14
Longo 2002, p. 209.
13 Brewster 1997, p. 83.
16 Brewster 1997, p. 80.
8

Arethousa's streaming water-springs"(Paws. V.7.3). Although the spring on Ortygia
is not named after Alpheios, he has plenty of deeds to lay claim to in mainland
Greece. The river itself formed the southern boundary of the Panhellenic sanctuary
of Zeus at Olympia,site of the Olympic games. He appears reclining in the east
pediment of the classical temple of Zeus there, personified as young man (fig. VI].
According to the tradition presented in the tenth Olympian Ode of Pindar(5^
century B.C.], Herakles founded the Olympic games after he was denied payment
from King Augeas of Elis for cleaning the horses' stables {Find. 01 X).i7 Herakles had
taken the great river Alpheios and turned him towards the stables to clean them.
We even see a depiction of this labor in the metopes of the temple of Zeus at
Olympia, constructed between 472-456 B.C.[Paus. V.10.9; fig. VII). As already stated
above, the river god is displayed in the pediment of the temple,so that is two
portraits of the river on just one temple. In the Homeric Hymn to Dionysus, we are
told about the various stories concerning the birth of the god. One alternate story is
that Dionysus' mother,Semele,gave birth to him on the banks of the Alpheios River
[Horn. Hymn. I.l-9).i8 Although this myth is not the most famous, this desire to be
connected with the site exists even among the gods
With the knowledge of the myth concerning Arethusa and Alpheios, the
connection between the very important colony of Syracuse and the Panhellenic site
of Olympia is intriguing, since having the support of the gods was important to
everyone in the ancient world. If Syracuse was able to claim a connection to the god

17

This account is also written down by first century historian from Sicily, Diodorus
Siculus. IV.13.3.
^^Diod.Sic. I1I.66.3.
9

Figure VI-East Pediment of Temple of Zeus at Olympia, Greece
Google Image
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Figure VIl-Metope of Herakles Cleaning the Augean Stables, Temple of Zeus.
Olympia, Greece
Personal Photo

Zeus himself and his main site of Olympia,that gave the colony a serious standing in
the Mediterranean world. According to Pindar in his Olympian Ode I, Hieron,the
tyrant of Syracuse in 476 B.C., won the single horse race at the Olympian games,and
this victory is represented at the sanctuary, a definite attempt to connect with this
important site {Find. 01.

Pindar's odes were perhaps sung by a chorus at

Olympia, outdoors, for everyone to hear.20 If this were true, the choral odes would
have been the ultimate declaration of a Syracusan tyrant's connection to the grand
site of Olympia. Olympian Ode / recognizes not only Syracuse's tyrant as the victor at
Olympia, but also allowed Syracuse to claim a foothold in the greatest sanctuary at
ancient Greece.
While a water myth is at the center of Syracuse's foundation, both fresh and
salt water were essential for a colony. Water is crucial in the survival of humans.
but so is protection. Along with the natural spring on the island, which provided
fresh water to the inhabitants, Ortygia is naturally fortified by the ocean, which also
gave protection around the island and control over part of the Ionian Sea (fig.
Orytgia was also large enough to hold a city,22 but small enough that Dionysios the
Elder was able to fortify the whole island in the middle of the 5th century B.C.23
In addition to Ortygia, the plateau on mainland Sicily was perfect for
protecting the people and a great physical foundation for the city (fig. VIII).24 The
land was rich and fertile, and contained many natural resources that would prove
19 Griffith 2008, p. 1.
20 Griffith 2008, p. 6.
21 Wescoat 1989, p. 17.
22 Dunbabin 1948, p. 51f.
23
Longo 2002, p. 209.
24 Wescoat 1989, p. 17.
10
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Figure VIIl-Epipolae Plateau, Syracuse, Sicily
Google Image

useful for the Corinthian colonists."The marshes called Syrako gave the city its
name,Syrakousai/^^ and would also provide protection in future encounters with
enemies. Along with natural fortifications, rulers and leaders took care to protect
Syracuse from invaders by many methods. The limestone quarry at the plateau of
Epipolae was fortified by the tyrant Dionysios the Elder around the end of the 5^
century B.C. before the next attack by the Carthaginians at the sanctuary of Demeter
and Kore at Syracuse in 396 B.C.^^ Another local defense was the fort at Euryalos
(fig. IX).27

Politically, Syracuse was a very strong colony at a young age. In the 7* and
6^*^ centuries B.C., the government was an oligarchy, and she reinforced her strength
by founding new colonies in Sicily (Akrai in southern Sicily,664 B.C., Kasmenai
northwest of Akrai,643 B.C., and Kamarina on the southwest coast of Sicily 598
B.C.].28 The enslaved and lower class people became weary of the rule of the rich, so
with an uprising in 486 B.C., they overthrew the elite and established a democracy.^^
The democracy was not strong, and was soon disposed of by the tyrant Gelon,a
member of the Deinomenides family, who took over the government because of
persuasion by the elite.^o His reign changed the fate of Syracuse, and also made it
the most important colony in Sicily.

25 Wescoat 1989, p. 17.
26
Longo 2002, p. 212.
27
Longo 2002, p. 212.
28 Wescoat 1989, p. 19.
29 Wescoat 1989, p. 19.
20 Wescoat 1989, p. 19.
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Figure IX-Fort Euryalos, Syracuse, Sicily
Personal Photo

During the reign of Gelon,from 485-479

many battles were fought

with the surrounding Mediterranean people including the Carthaginians, Athenians,
and Etruscans. He faced the Carthaginian army led by Hamilcar,and eventually was
victorious at Himera in 480 B.C. Hieron, Gelon's brother,succeeded to power after
his death, and defeated the Etruscans in 474 B.C. in a naval battle. The victories over
the Carthaginians and the Etruscans were significant moments in the history of
Syracuse, but the Syracusans were not in the clear. The Athenians tried many times
to invade Sicily, take over Syracuse and bring it under Athenian rule, but failed in all
attempts, with the battles ending in 413 B.C. The Carthaginians returned soon after.
being led by the nephew of Hamilcar, Hannibal.32
After many years of battles and threats of conquest by the Carthaginians,the
tyrant Dionysios the Elder took control of Eastern Sicily (ca 406 B.C.) and led the
Syracusans until the peace in 392 B.C. Dionysios opened up another war with the
Carthaginians, which led to the defeat of Syracuse and the conquest of Selinunte and
Agrigento in 369 B.C. The Corinthian general Timoleon was called to relieve the
situation in 344 B.C. after the deaths of Dionysios the Elder and Dionysios the
Younger and the assassination of Dion.^^
Disagreements between the oligarchs and the democrats gave Agathokles the
chance to step into the powerful position of king, after his reign as strategos in 316
B.C. He considered himself contemporary to the Hellenistic kings of the Macedonian
Empire following the death of Alexander the Great. In 306 B.C., he was defeated by

31 Holloway 1991, p. 45.
Congo 2002, p. 204.
33
Congo 2002, p. 204.

32
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the Carthaginians and signed a peace treaty, but was allowed to keep control of
Syracuse. Another encounter with the Carthaginians prompted the assistance of the
Macedonian Pyrrhos in 278 B.C., but he was very unpopular among the Greeks in
Sicily and returned to Macedonia in 275 B.C. Another man, Hieron,the Syracusan
general, elected himself king, and reigned unchallenged until his death in 215 B.C.
His successor Hieron 11 joined the Carthaginians and ended Syracuse's freedom in
212 B.C. when the Roman army,led by Marcellus, conquered the city.34
The archaeological evidence found in Syracuse is very diverse and from all
different eras. There is even evidence on the island of Ortygia that the city was
inhabited from the

centuries B.C. until today.^s Cicero in the 1^^ century B.C.

mentions an important and ancient road, una via late perpetua (one broad
continuous street; Cic. Verr. 2.4.53). This road was the east-west road across Sicily,
and it is said to have overlapped the north-south road, which also ran down into
Ortygia over a bridge. This east-west road connected two major cities, Achradina
and Neapolis.36 The via lata perpetua can be dated to the Archaic period, when it
was just the main connection for Ortygia, years before it became an essential road of
Sicily in the

century B.C.^^

Ortygia was the original foundation for the colony of Syracuse, but the area
was obviously inhabited before the Corinthians came. Evidence of political and
religious spaces, centrally located, survives on the island, near the modern day
Piazza Duomo. Recent excavations have brought to light what may possibly be the
34

Longo 2002, p. 204.
35 Wescoat 1989, p. 11.
35 Wescoat 1989, p. 12.
37 Wescoat 1989, p. 13.
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shrine built for Artemis, dating to the time of the colony's foundation.^s It is very
plausible that this temple was for Artemis,seeing as she is the goddess who led
Arethousa to Ortygia and is responsible for the existence of the fresh water spring.
Another temple (ca 6^*^ century B.C.), east of the shrine to Artemis, was built for
Athena. This temple later would be the site for the fifth century Athenaion,the
remains of which are still there, and which included a statue of Athena with a gilded
shield (fig.

On the northern tip of Ortygia, a temple of Apollo was built around

the first quarter of the 6^^ century B.C., and on the steps are inscribed the words
Kleomenes, son of Knidieidas, built the temple of Apollo, and raised the columns,a
fine work"(fig. XI).40
During the Classical period, Syracuse proper began a major urban
development. One notable monument is the theater, with the oldest phase dating to
ca 5^*1 century B.C., built by Damokopos (fig. XII).'^i The seats were divided into nine
segments, each corresponding to either a deity or a member of the royal family.^2
The Euryalos fort, mentioned earlier, was also built around this time, ca 405 B.C., by
Dionysios the Elder for protection from the Carthaginians.^^ Another important
monument,an altar, was built by Hieron II, ruling from 275 B.C. to 216 B.C.(fig.
XIII).'^^ Located just south of the theater, it was of colossal size, and it had to be large,
according to Diodoros Siculus (1^* century B.C.), because its purpose was the

38

Longo 2002, p. 209.
Longo 2002, p. 209.
40
Longo 2002, p. 209.
41
Longo 2002, p. 210.
42
Longo 2002, p. 212.
Wescoat 1989, p. 21.
Wescoat 1989, p. 22.
39
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Figure X-Athenaion, Ortygia
Personal Photo
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Figure XNTemple of Apollo, Ortygia
Figure Xll-Greek Theater, Syracuse
Personal Photos
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Figure XIII-Hieron’s Altar, Syracuse
Personal Photo

sacrifice of 450 bulls on the Eleuthehe, a feast for Zeus commenced after the victory
at Himera.'^s

45

Longo 2002, p. 212.
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Chapter II: Later Syracuse

Rome began its rule over the Syracusans in 227 B.C., but did not take their
independence until 212

Under the Roman rule architectural changes were

made, including the Roman amphitheater from ca 2"^ century

which hosted

gladiatorial games, a Roman tradition (Fig. XIV). This structure was one of the
earliest Roman installations at Syracuse. There is also a temple that may have been
dedicated either to the Egyptian gods Isis and Serapis or the Syrian goddess Atargis
dating ca. 2"^ century A.D.'^®
Once the Byzantine Empire began its expansion and the Roman Empire
ended in the west(ca A.D. 476), Italy was quickly included in its boundaries. Rome
was recognized as a capital, but eventually lost its status as a Byzantine center.^^ In
addition to the expansion of the empire,the architecture of the capitals and the
surrounding cities changed. Because the province of South Italy was located on the
extreme edge of the Byzantine Empire, it was not affected as much as Macedonia
and Cappadocia, which were closer to Constantinople.^^ Traces of the Byzantine
Empire can nonetheless still be seen today in the art and architecture of Southern
Italy and Sicily, and analyzing some of these changes will allow us to understand the
transition. Let us look into the history of the Byzantine Empire in order to grasp the
changes that occurred in the

centuries A.D.

Wescoat 1989, p. 45.
Holloway 1991, p. 161.
48
Holloway 1991, p. 161.
49 Krautheimer 1965, p. 45.
so Wharton 1988, p. 127.
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Figure XIV-Roman Amphitheater, Syracuse
Personal Photo

Byzantine Background

The Roman Emperor Constantine took the city Byzantium in northwest
Anatolia -north of the Black Sea- from his brother-in-law Licinius in A.D. 324,
making himself the emperor of the Roman world.^^ When Constantine was debating
over what city to choose as his capital, he finally decided on Byzantium ca A.D.
328.52 Byzantium was in the ideal location to manage both the troubled Balkans and
wealthy Asia Minor.53 The process of constructing new buildings for the new capital
happened so quickly that he was able to hold festivities in the city by May 330 A.D.54
Constantine died in A.D. 337.5-'^
Times of multiple rulers and turmoil took place afterwards. The Goths from
the Balkan Peninsula invaded and conquered Italy under the leadership of
Theodoric in A.D. 497.56 These Ostrogoths, as they were called, soon came under the
rule of the cruel Theodahad after the death of Theodoric in A.D. 526.5^ His
succession to the throne is questionable whether or not it was justified. Theodoric's
eight-year-old grandson was the heir to the throne, but he was dead in nine years, as
was his mother, and her cousin Theodahad took the throne.58 The Roman emperor
Justinian took the throne in A.D. 527.5^ This sudden occurrence of events weakened

51 Franzius 1967, pp. 13-14.
52 Mathews 1998, p. 17.
53 Mathews 1998, p. 17.
54 Franzius 1967, p. 16.
55 Hunt 1998, p. 1.
56 Mathews 1998, p. 29.
57 Franzius 1967, p. 83.
58 Franzius 1967, p. 83.
59
Finley 1968, p. 179.
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the force of the Ostragoths and created the perfect opportunity for Justinian to
invade Italy. Belisarius, Justinian's leading general, took Sicily in A.D. 535, but
Baduila claimed Italy once again for the Goths in A.D. 543.^^ Baduila ruled justly and
treated all people fairly, whether they were Gothic or Roman. He was greatly
respected by all, but along with his death came the end of Gothic rule in Italy in A.D.
552.62
Soon after, Justinian died in March of A.D. 565,63 and following his rule were
Justin II (A.D. 565-578), Tiberius (A.D. 578-582) and Maurice (A.D. 582-602).64
These three rulers eventually produced the short and destructive rule of Phocas,
which consisted of"irresponsible populism and brutal repression,”65 prompting a
severe decline of the empire. The year of A.D. 610 began the reign of Heraclius from
Africa, the man who sailed into Bosphorus and overthrew Phocas.66 With him came
the promise for a brighter future and a new promise of recovery. From the very
beginning, he was drastic and extreme,and was named the new Roman emperor the
same year he had arrived in Bosphorus.62 His many sudden victories against the
Persians were encouraging, but shortly after, the Arab people began their own
conquest of the eastern empire, and were successful.68 Heraclius saw how hopeless

60

Humphries 1998, p. 533.
61 Collins 1998, p. 129.
62 Collins 1998, p. 130.
63
Finley 1968, p. 181.
64
Browning 1980, p. 20.
65
Browning 1980, p. 20.
66
Browning 1980, p. 21.
67 Whittow 1996, p. 75.
68
Browning 1980, p. 23.
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the situation was, and decided to make no other movement against the strong force.
and thus was his stance until his death in A.D. 641.6^
After the death of Heraclius, Constans II succeeded the throne, and he moved
the capital of the empire from Constantinople, which had been the capital for three
hundred years, to Syracuse in A.D. 660.^^ Syracuse remained the capital for five
years until the financial burden and Constans Il's tyrannical rule irritated the people
to the point of a civilian revolt, which resulted in his assassination in A.D. 668.^1 An
Armenian aristocrat was named emperor but Constantine IV, who had been left in
charge of Constantinople, stopped the revolt and moved the capital back to the east
in A.D. 669.^2

[) syg the Arabs took over Syracuse.^^

69

Browning 1980, p. 23.
Finley 1968, p. 183.
71
Finley 1968, p. 184.
72
Finley 1968, p. 184.
73
Finley 1968, p. 189.
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Chapter III: Ognina

The site we shall be focusing on, Ognina, is a small island approximately 10
km south of Syracuse, along the southeastern coast of Sicily (fig. XV). It is located
approximately 210 m from the shoreline, and is a little more than one square
kilometer in area.^'^ At one point in history, this small island was joined to the
mainland by a thin isthmus, but over time, it was flooded,and now it can only be
seen under the surface of the water. This site was excavated in the 1960's, with the
results being evidence of the earliest settlement on the islet, probably from the early
Neolithic Era. Examining archaeological evidence collected during this dig is the
best procedure for making sense of the history of this site.
Ognina was a very important trade port all through history, with
exceptionally close connections to the island of Malta, a very small island 113 km
south of Sicily.^^ Bernabo-Brea makes reference to the prehistoric trade
relationship between Sicily and Malta, pointing out the secure location for ships at
the Cape of Ognina,^^ and Siculo-Maltese businesses that flourished because of this
77

relationship.

Undefined post-holes on the site (fig. XVI) are what some archaeologists
believe are the remnants of a Neolithic presence on the islet(ca 6500-3000 B.C.).^®

74

Agnello 1965, p. 321.
Holloway 1991, p. 13; Antonioli, Berlinghieri, Dutton, Flavia, Monaco and
Scicchitano 2008, p. 34.
Bernabo-Brea 1966, p. 66.
Bernabo-Brea 1966, p. 68.
^8 Antonioli, Berlinghieri, Dutton, Flavia, Monaco and Scicchitano 2008, p. 34.
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Figure XV-Aerial View of Cape Ognina
Google Image
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Figure XVI-Post Holes on Ognina Islet
MCAS Course Package
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These shallow holes appear on all the north, east, and south sides of the islet, but the
largest system is on the northern coastline. The holes were not all the same depth
or width, but they were in a straight line. It is not clear, whether they are the
remainders of a vanished Neolithic structure or not. This theory, however, matches
the fragments of Neolithic pottery found here as well (fig. XVII). This pottery from
the first half of the

millennium B.C. is called Stentinello Ware,a local handmade

pottery with a range of fabric, decorative incisions and impressions, usually on just
open vessels.^*’
The next phase of the site provides evidence for Bronze Age trade, with close
connections to the nearby island of Malta. According to Bernabo-Brea,the so-called
Thermi Ware (early Bronze Age, 2300-1450 B.C.) pottery resembles the ceramics
found at the necropolis of Tarxien, a city on Malta.^® xhis observation may lead
some people to believe that the pottery is imported from Malta, and they would not
be completely wrong. But the Maltese people may have made their own Thermi
ware based on examples coming from the eastern Mediterranean region (i.e.
Lesbos).®! In the second half of the third millennium, this type of pottery reached
the Peloponnese of Greece, and from there, it spread into Malta and Sicily, which is
concurrent with the dates of the Thermi ware from the 1960s excavation, 2300-

Bernabo-Brea 1966, p. 55-56; Bernabo-Brea 1966,Tav. XXXV-XXXVII.
"The ceramics of the style of the necropolis of Tarxien is slurry ceramic rather
than refined, well-cooked, with a dark gray color is brownish gray (chamois), more
rarely reddish-brown, and walls thin enough for a well-polished surface and shapes'
(Bernabo-Brea 1966, p. 59-60); Antonioli, Berlinghieri, Dutton, Flavia, Monaco and
Scicchitano 2008, p. 34.
81 Cazella 2011, p. 379.
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Figure XVIl-Stentinello Ware
MCAS Course Package

1450 B.C.^2 jt is also handmade pottery with a grayish-brown fabric, decorated on
the inner and outer surfaces with incisions and impressions

The decorations

included triangles, bands, squares, checkerboard patterns,frames filled with dots, or
just simple rows of dots (fig. XVIII).
Along with the Bronze Age Thermi ware,there was also evidence of local
pottery being made, Castelluccio Ware (early Bronze Age, 2200-1450 B.C.). The
name refers to "the indigenous peoples of Sicily, bearers of culture of Castelluccio."^^
This local handmade pottery is a pink/orange fabric with geometric painted
decorations in black on a red background. These pieces were found in many
different shapes, with many different motifs and patterns (fig. XIX).^^ Furthermore,
an early Bronze Age tomb, partially submerged now,was located on the western
sector of the islet, and it would have been completely in view when the isthmus was
still above sea-level.^^
Moving into the middle Bronze Age (1450-1250 B.C.) we have Thapsos Ware,
which probably got its name from the site of Thapsos, approximately 12 km north of
the Ognina, on the Magnisi Peninsula. Thapsos usually produced gray, handmade
pottery, with very smooth surfaces and simple geometric decorative incisions, and

82 Cazella 2011, p. 379.
83 Bernabo-Brea 1966, pp. 59-60.
84 Bernabo-Brea 1966, PI. XXXVllI, XXXIX, XLI, XLII.
85 Bernabo-Brea 1966, p. 68
86 Bernabo-Brea 1966, PI. XLV
82 Antonioli, Berlinghieri, Dutton, Flavia, Monaco and Scicchitano 2008, p. 34.
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Figure XVIIl-Thermi Ware, Ognina Islet
Figure XlX-Castelluccio Ware, Ognina Islet
MCAS Course Package

occasionally an animal representation.®^ The common shapes were cups and juglets
(fig.
An interesting group of pottery is the Borg-in-Nadur Ware,also from the
middle of the Bronze Age (1450-1250 B.C.), an imported ceramic that Bernabo-Brea
wants to classify as a mixture ofThapsian and Maltesian pottery.^® It is a handmade
pottery of orange fabric with rough surfaces, a red slip, and simple geometric
decorations, usually "a bundle of three or four parallel grooves to the brim"(fig.
XXI).*^! The findings from the first excavation made clear much more about the only
history of Ognina than was known before. We learn from them that Ognina was
more than a Sicilian village; it was an important participant in the prehistoric
commercial business of the area, possibly under the control of Malta.^^ Very little is
known about Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic activities on the island.

My Ognina
During my study abroad trip to Sicily, Summer 2012, we were given the
chance to dig at this site, and found more Neolithic pottery, along with many other
artifacts. With that being said, the Arcadia University excavation on the Ognina islet
was actually an accident. Our original task was to excavate the Roman kilns on the
mainland opposite the island. These kilns, although not the object of my research.
were fascinating nonetheless. They were round limestone kilns dug into the

®® Arcadia brochure
Arcadia brochure
90

Brenabo-Brea 1966, p. 65 "the ceramics of a later phase, one that sees in Sicily the
flowering of the style of Thapsos and Malta style of Borg-in-Nadur...".
Bernabo-Brea 1966, p. 65, PI. XLVI (fig. 1-6).
92 Antonioli, Berlinghieri. Dutton, Flavia, Monaco and Scicchitano 2008, p. 34.
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Figure XX-Thapsos Ware, Ognina Islet
Figure XXI-Borg-In-Nadur Ware, Ognina Islet
MCAS Course Package

bedrock, right beside the shore. This system is made up of approximately nine
clearly evident kilns of all different sizes (figs. XXll-XXlV). Today,they are actually
under water during a high tide, but in ancient times,they would have been further
inland. Even amidst the constant churning of the current and the crash ofthe waves,
erosion has done little to them. They are still intact and in great condition. In some
of them, the burned interior can still be seen.
When three pits, carved into the bedrock, were discovered west of the
foundation of an ancient church on the island Ognina, we made the executive
decision to see what else could be uncovered and turned away from the kilns. Pit A
is the farthest one from the church, around 7 meters to the west. This stone-lined
pit is almost one meter in diameter and we dug down approximately 30
centimeters. The interior was coated with cement, perhaps a container for water for
the Christian liturgy. It has a small channel draining into it on the western side.
fabricated of clay (fig. XXV). Pit B, constructed the same way,is not much larger in
diameter than Pit A, a little over a meter. There are, in fact, many large stones in Pit
B, concealing its actual depth. This one also seemed to have been made to hold a
liquid of some sort, possibly water for the people who used the church,located only
about four meters to the west (fig. XXVI). At any rate the uppermost stone in the pit
is around 80 centimeters down from the edge,so its original depth could have been
considerably more. Pit C is closest to the church, roughly 3 meters away. This pit is
very eroded, and not much can be said about it. Only a semi-circle of stones making
the boundary is left, and they are basically just laid right on top of the ground. The
depth of the pit varies. On the eastern side, there is a large stone protruding from
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Figures XXII-XXIV- Roman Kilns, Cape of Ognina
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Figure XXV-Pit A, Ognina Islet
Figure XXVI-Pit B, Ognina Islet
Personal Photos
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the ground approximately 0.3 meter below the surface, but on the opposite site,
nothing is left but a foundation stone in the ground (fig. XXVII). The dates of these
pits are unknown, but it is possible that they are late Roman or early Byzantine.
And as suggested here, they could have been contemporary with the church.
Then we turn to the foundation of the nearby church, which had been
excavated in the 1960s. Every day, we would borrow a scuba diving boat and go to
the islet, and stay there until sunset, cleaning the walls of the building, clearing the
site of shrubs and small trees, and surveying every inch of the islet for camouflaged
shards of pottery. Since this was our first attempt at an excavation, my colleagues
and I were all very anxious about cleaning the stones of the walls, and picking up the
pottery. We would gather multiple bags of pottery every day,and take them back to
the school to be cleaned and labeled with numbers and then catalogued with a full
description (provenance, dimensions, color, fabric, grits, porosity, hardness,and
workmanship).
Our findings varied from rim pieces to handles to wall pieces, and dated from
the Neolithic period to

century A.D. Byzantine examples. We were able to clean

the walls of the church and create a new drawing of the site (fig. XXVIII). Because of
Bernabo-Brea, and others, we have a firm grasp on the history of Ognina in its
Neolithic and Bronze Age phases. The evidence from 1960 was described earlier.
but a few interesting pieces were left at the site, and they will be discussed later.
The church at Ognina probably had many phases. Now only the foundations
remain and on the south side, there is extensive erosion. The plan is for a small.
triple apse structure, and this configuration suggests the building was a church.
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Figure XXVII-Pit C, Ognina Islet
Personal Photo
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Figure XXVlII-Revised State Plan of the Ognina Church
Personal Photo

After my group and 1 left Italy, the professor and his assistant established the south
extent of the church, but only scattered blocks remain. The structure is 10.40 m on
the northern wall, and the inner northern aisle is 7.60 m long, excluding the apse on
the end. The middle aisle is 4 m in width, and the southern aisle and wall
dimensions have yet to be defined, since this wall was not completely discovered
while I was participating in the excavation. The porch on the western wall ran 11.75
m north to south, and the porch foundation measures 1.60 m deep east to west(fig.
XXIX).
The north wall is the best preserved of the church, with possibly three layers
of stone present and clearly evident (fig. XXX). The blocks of each layer were still
mostly in the ground, but we were able to sweep away the dirt and conclude the size
of each one. The blocks are all rough, not smoothed over on the top side. In the
northwestern corner, there is a large, roughly square block that probably fell from
the upper portion of the wall whenever it collapsed.
Part of the western porch is the next most visible (fig. XXXI). It has one
straight line of large blocks marking the outer wall of the church, with no clearly
visible entranceway. Because the apse is on the eastern wall, there should have
been a doorway on this west wall, but we are at foundation level, below where
features for a door would have been.
As we have seen, the southern wall is gone, and the only way the actual line
of the interior south aisle wall can be understood is by the state plan (fig. XXXII).
This wall is not the outer wall of the church, but it is the dividing wall between the
middle and the southern aisles.
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Figure XXIX-Measurements ofOgnina Church
Agnello, G. 1969
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Figure XXX-North Wall, Ognina
Figure XXXI-West Wall, Ognina
Personal Photos
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Figure XXXll-South Wall, Ognina
Persona! Photo

Although most ot the eastern side was undistinguishable, the apse at the
eastern end of the north wall was very clearly made out, and we were able to draw it
(fig. XXXIII). After the conclusion of the summer excavation, our professor went
back to the islet to gather measurements,and discovered the central apse, beyond a
large stone on the eastern side. Another curved feature on the eastern end of the
southern aisle however, was not visible until we examined the scale drawing and
recognized a circular pattern in the stones. This could have been an apse from an
earlier phase of the structure, or it could have been a side apse, or not an apse at all.
We do not have enough of the surviving structure to make a definite statement In
the middle of the center aisle, the foundation of a wall, running north to south,
partially remains. It probably supported the screen wall that separated the apse
space from the rest of the church. These results piqued my curiosity about the
Byzantine Empire in southeastern Sicily, and raised general questions about
Byzantine architecture.

The Church at Ognlna and Byzantine Architecture.

The political upheavals of the Byzantine Empire affected not only
Constantinople's city structure, but also its architecture. The introduction of the
Christian religion changed the architecture of religious facilities. But it is necessary
to understand the history of the first churches so that the changes of religious
facilities make sense.
The religious architecture in Italy before the time of Constantine and the
Byzantine Empire consisted of pagan temples, usually focusing on the well being of
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Figure XXXIli-East Apse, Ognina
Personal Photo

the Roman Empire.

The early Christians(AD 50-150) did not have churches for

religious meetings. They usually met in houses of church members,and most ofthe
meetings were secret, seeing as the Christian religion was not yet very popular.
They did not have the means,funds, organization, or interest for building
churches.*^’ The church was fighting against a religion that had been a part of the
city structure for ages, and the people of the Roman Empire depended on that
religion for safety. Before Christianity emerged, public worship revolved around the
Empire, the Emperor, and many gods and their worship was the civic duty ofall the
citizens.'^'’
The spread of Christianity throughout the Mediterranean was quick and
effective. The church was gaining members every day,and inevitably, conflict arose
between the church and the Empire.'^^’ Christianity was a saviour religion, and new
converts began to avoid worshipping any deity other than the Christian God.
Because the worship of the gods was imperial law, rejecting the gods was
considered breaking the law.*’^ Nevertheless, the strength of the new religion
slowly overpowered the empire and the Christians continued to meet and discuss
their new faith, and even began to own property for the purpose of their meetings.
Later in the 3^^ century AD. three public persecutions ofthe Christians took place in

^3 Krautheimer 1965, p. 1.
Krautheimer 1965, p. 2.
Krautheimer 1965, p. 1.
Krautheimer 1965, p. 3.
Krautheimer 1965, p. 4.
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Carthage, Alexandria, and Rome/’^ Confiscation of the Christian property and
outlawing the meetings were the outcomes of the persecutions, but Emperor
Gallienus ended the persecutions and gave the Christians back their properties'^
Christianity was a completely different religion than the pagan religions of
the Roman Empire; thus, it required different meeting spaces. The domestic
meeting places of the 1

St

and 2”^ centuries were small and space was limited,so the

members met wherever possible, which was usually the largest room of the
house.^00 On the other hand, as Christianity grew, it made new rules for its
members, and began to have its own hierarchy of officials by A.D. 200.^01 This new
hierarchy demanded sectioned meeting halls as opposed to the one room domestic
space. Clergy, laymen, and bishops had their own sections of the church,and the
different rooms used for baptism, confirmation, and assembly had to work together
and “allow for a smooth sequence.

102

Along with the hierarchy,the complex rituals

required the emergence of sectioned rooms in a church,increasing the mystique and
the sacredness of the activities performed by the leaders.^o^ Although the churches
were larger and more complex than the normal lower-class house,they avoided
ostentatious architecture and focused on practicality.io^ However,towards the end
of the

century, Paul ofSamosate, Bishop of Antioch, demanded to have more

showy quarters and the appurtenances, both architectural and ceremonial,of a

98 Krautheimer 1965, p. 4.
99 Krautheimer 1965, p. 4.
100 Krautheimer 1965, p. 2.
19^ Krautheimer 1965, p. 4.
192 Krautheimer 1965, p. 5.
192 Short 1936, p. 60.
194 Krautheimer 1965, p. 5.
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Roman ranking magistrate. ior> In spite of this situation, pre-Constantinian sacred
architecture was still significantly lesser in grandeur than the Roman-Hellenistic
monumental structures,

Under the rule of Constantine, churches begin to be

more extravagant, flaunting the increasing popularity of the religion.!®^
Constantine was a great advocate for the Christian religion, and during his
reign, churches were to have no connection to the former pagan temples.^®® They
did not occupy pagan sites before the 4'*’ century A.D. in the east, or before the 6*
century A.D. in the west.^^’*’ The new Christian architecture also required more
room for the ever-growing congregation. The church had to search for buildings
that were not only large and not formerly tied to paganism, but also buildings that
were suitable for an official building, since Constantine had given the religion official
standing. The search fora building format that met his criteria did not last long,
seeing as a specific building type serving religious and official functions already
existed: the basilica.^
The basilica form had existed in Rome for many hundreds ofyears before the
reign of Constantine. It was a broad rectangular building with a central space and
usually "surrounded by colonnades on two or more sides, creating aisles."iii
According to Buchwald, the most prominent building style of the beginning phase of

105 Krautheimer 1965, p. 15.
106 Krautheimer 1965, p. 15.
107 Krautheimer 1965, p. 15.
108 Krautheimer 1965, p. 19.
100 Krautheimer 1965, p. 19.
110 Krautheimer 1965, p. 20.
Ill Welch 2003, p. 9.
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the Byzantine !*nipii e was; the aisled hasilicadi- The Basilica Porcia in Rome
exemplifies the earliest form ot the? basilica [184 B.C). a broad civic building plan
with “aisles around the centi'al s[iace a llowcd guests to banquet and servants to
circulate 'unseen ■ around the groups of participants.
because of the columns

having a "regal impi'ession

H3 It is also described as

and the lofty ceiling. Other early

B.C.and the
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Figure XXXIV-Basilica Aemilia, Rome
Google Image
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['igure XXXV-Basilica julia, Rome
Google Image

L.

N

.Y>

Figure XXXVl-Basilica Maxentius, Rome
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Justinian (A.D. 527-565)^18 Some important characteristics carried over into the 6*
century. For example,the geometric form of the basilica, the spacing of the building,
and how "each unit... is a discreet, separate, unequivocal geometric form...
experienced as a single special element,” are some characteristics.! This
configuration along with other attributes became the foundation for all Byzantine
sacred architecture to come.i^o
The churches during the reign of Justinian in the 6*^ century A.D. were
typically three aisled, with three apses, the apses being situated on the eastern wall.
121

and the entrance on the western side (fig. XXXVII).

Although these churches were

mostly in his provinces in Syria, North Africa, Dalmatia, Liguria, Spain,they are
evidence for structures similar to the one at Ognina.
During the 7^^ century A.D., when Syracuse was the capital of the Byzantine
Empire,several churches were constructed in the city. The Temple of Athena,
mentioned above, was turned into a large church in A.D. 6OO.122 The Temple of
Apollo on Ortygia, also mentioned above,was reused as church ca A.D. 620.123 Qose
by, on Ognina, was another church,admittedly much smaller, but perhaps it too was
part of the building program during the time when Syracuse was the capital of the
Byzantine Empire. This church may have several phases, but it could have been
built in the 7^^ century, continuing in use up to the time when the isthmus was
flooded. We are not sure when it went out of use.
118 Buchwald 1999, p. 39, IX.
119 Buchwald 1999. P.35, IX.
120 Buchwald 1999, pp. 39-40, IX.
121 Krautheimer 1965, p. 190,194.
122
Lyman 1989, p. 49.
123
Lyman 1989, p. 50.
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Figure XXXVII-6* Century Three Apse Basilica
Google Image

Findings from 2012

As we return to the archaeological remains found during the excavation in
2012, it is important to keep in mind that the pottery pieces were just fragments.
We were able to glue a few of them back together, but most were just wall
fragments, and could not be identified further. The Neolithic fragments were very
interesting, and some even still had decorations of lines incised in the fabric. Along
with the numerous Neolithic pieces, we also found some obsidian blades and scraps
that may have been imported from the Aeoloian Archipelago (Lipari) between the
end of the 7^^ millennium and the first half of the 6* millennium B.C.
The early Bronze Age pieces (Thermi Ware similar to Maltese pottery) had
small dots pressed into them for decorative purposes. The middle Bronze Age BorgIn-Nadur pottery fragments still showed signs of a red slip that would have covered
the surface of the piece,just like the pieces found in the 1960s. In fact, as we have
seen, there exists very little evidence from the later periods. There was relatively
little Roman and Byzantine pottery left, but we shall cover a few pieces of interest.

Byzantine Findings
The east side of the church was a fruitful dig spot for our excavation. On May
29 two special pieces were found, one of which would later shape the topic of my
research. A surface find in the north apse appeared at first glance to be a plain rock
(20 cm. H., 7 cm L., 5 cm Th.) about to be thrown out, when a team member flipped it
over and discovered a cross carved into it. The back appears to have been worked
(fig. XXXIII). This object was probably left on the site after the 1960 excavation. We
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Figure XXXVIII-RocU with Byzantine Cross, Ognina Islet
Figure XXXIX-Ognina Lamp
Personal Photos

do not know how it was used,or if it was actually associated with the church. The
significance of this cross was that it augmented a few finds of Byzantine pottery in
the area,and was found in the church. An example of a similar cross can be found in
a mosaic from a church in Ravenna,an A.D. 548 depiction of Bishop Maximianus
with lustinian.124 Professor Tanasi was eager to date this significant piece between
the 4^*1 and 9^^ centuries A.D.
The next piece is the reason that 1 changed my thesis topic. It was a very
small, and very fragmented oil lamp, but because this was my first significant find in
my archaeological career, it fascinated me (fig. XXXIX). It was found about 1cm
under the top layer of soil. It was broken into three pieces, but I was able to glue it
back together, restoring the shape of the lamp. I was intrigued by it, and took it
upon myself to attempt a hypothesis for its date. I entered the specialized world of
lamp studies and the methods for studying their typology. My research included
conversing with professors and comparing lamps from other regions and other time
periods. Even though half of the top of the lamp is still lost, after extensive research
with the Broneer catalog of Corinthian lamps, parallels have been found.
The fragmentary lamp found at Cape Ognina was,as mentioned before,
broken into three pieces. The curved cup base was completely intact,and was found
along with two pieces of the convex roof. It is approximately IVi cm.in diameter,
with no external spout. The only opening in the lamp would have been a small hole

124 Mathews 1998, p. 104.
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on the side for the wick. It is a brown color, but in the opinion of Dr. Kathleen Slane,
a green glaze would have originally covered the entire piece.^^s
Broneer Type XXXV lamps include the Byzantine examples found at ancient
Corinth in the Peloponnese. These lamps are mostly wheel-made, with shallow
bowls, convex tops, and broad rims sloping inward. The earlier types, those that
carry on some attributes of the Classical lamps, have deeper bodies,less convex tops
and are covered with a dark brown glaze.^^e

Jater types have shallow bodies,

more convex tops, and narrow rims, and no articulated spout,and the whole body
was covered in a dark green glaze. This later group oflamps was probably not used
before the tenth century.
Broneer Type XXXV contains a few lamps that are very similar to the lamp
found at Ognina,even though they were discovered far away in Corinth. In Broneer's
catalogue, lamps 1299 and 1309 are the closest comparisons to the Ognina lamp.
The shape of lamp 1299 seems to be the most similar example, but the date is not
the closest, dated to ca 8^ century A.D.(fig. XL). Its shape is round with no external
spout, like the Ognina lamp. But it was probably covered in a dark brown glaze, and
a feature of the lamps ca

century A.D. Lamp 1309 is of a later date, made of

red clay and covered with a green glaze (fig. XLI). During an excavation in Corinth, at
some Byzantine houses behind the museum,lamps were found on different
stratigraphic levels, with the different glazes corresponding with the different dates.
Brown glazed lamps were found lower down,and therefore were earlier than the

125 K. Slane (pers. comm.); I also communicated with Professor Nancy Bookidis,
Assistant Director Emehta, American School Corinth Excavation.
126 Corinth IV.2, p. 123.
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Figure XL-Broneer Corinthian Lamp 1299
Broneer Catalogue

I

Figure XLI-Broneer Corinthian Lamp 1309
Broneer Catalogue

green glazed ones, confirming the later 10th century A.D. date of the green glaze and
of our lamp.127
In conclusion, I suggest that this lamp may be an import from Corinth, and
that it probably dates to the 10^^^ century A.D. It may provide some evidence of
activity at the church as late as this, since v^e do not know when people stopped
using the church, or when the isthmus was flooded, preventing easy access to it

127 Cormth IV.2, p. 124.
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Conclusion

After much investigation into the ancient history of a great city, I have
brought my research to its end. I began with a history of the Corinthian colony of
Syracuse, including its different rulers, architectural monuments,and mythology. In
the Byzantine period, things changed,including the buildings in the area. The
Byzantine Empire had a long-standing history of expansion and change,and it
treated Sicily no differently. It transformed buildings and pagan temples into
Christian churches,and inspired the church at Ognina as well.
In my concluding remarks, I have formed a hypothesis for the Ognina church
and lamp. By a process of comparison to other buildings and a historical analysis of
the surrounding area, I believe that the Ognina church’s first phase was in the 7*^
century, when some temples at Syracuse were being transformed into churches.
Over time, many different groups of people probably used the church, perhaps
reconstructing and changing the architecture. A late phase may account for the
circular structure in the southern aisle of the church,and the different wall
foundations that still remain. Along with the phases of the church is the pottery
from different centuries. These fragments corroborate the earlier hypothesis from
an excavation in the 1960 that the island was inhabited for millennia before the
church was built.
The Ognina lamp was,at first glance,just a simple, possibly unfinished,
Byzantine lamp,contemporary with a later phase of the church. Then as I became
more interested in my research, I started contacting specialists in this field oflamp

37

methodology, and comparing this small fragmentary piece to other ones found at
different sites. When I set it side by side with other lamps from Corinth, I began to
wonder if it was an import from Greece. Since Corinth was the mother city of
Syracuse, it was probable that the lamp was brought there as an import. The
characteristics of the lamp are similar to those of one at Corinth, which dated to the
10^*1 century A.D., and compelled me to think that it was also a 10* century lamp.
Either way, I concluded my research with the conjecture that the Ognina lamp was
not Sicilian made, but rather a late Byzantine Corinthian lamp, much like the ones
found at the Corinth excavation and presented in Broneer's catalogue.
My research began with the spring of Arethousa on the island of Ortygia,the
ancient capital of Syracuse. As my focus changed during my time spent abroad,the
spring never did. It was at the heart of the island, and at the heart of one of the
greatest cities in ancient times. Although my research was archaeological, the
spring was still important to me,as was the nymph Arethousa. She was a major
character in the history of the founding of Syracuse,and remains significant to this
day. I have learned that buildings will fall, and people will come and go, but the
history of a city will never die. It endures through the centuries,just like the
fountain of Arethousa keeps the history of Syracuse alive, the eroded foundations of
a small church keep its own intriguing story alive (fig. XLII).
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Figure XLIl-Ognina Church
Personal Photo

Bibliography
Agnello, G. 1969."Recenti Scoperte Di Monumente Paleocristiani Nel Siracusano,'
Akten 12, pp. 309-326.
Antonioli, F., C. Berlinghieri, A. Dutton, E. Flavia, C. Monaco,and G. Scicchitano. 2008.
"Submerged Archaeological Sites Along the Ionian Coast of Sicily (Italy) and
Implications for the Holocene Relative Sea-Level Change," Quaternary
Research 70, pp. 26-39.
Bernabo-Brea, L. 1966."Abitato Meolitico e Insediamento Maltese Dell'Eta del
Bronzo Nell'Isola di Ognina (Siracusa) e I Rapporti Fra la Sicilia e Malta dal
XVI al XIII Sec a.C," Kokalos 12, pp. 40-69.
Bowra, C. 1961. Greek Lyric Poetry, Oxford.
Brewster, H. 1997. The River Gods ofGreece, New York.
Browning, R. 1980. The Byzantine Empire, New York.
Buchwald, H. 1999."The First Byzantine Architectural Style: Evolution or
Revolution," in Form,Style and Meaning in Byzantine Church Architecture, pp.
33-45.
Cazella, A., and G. Recchia, 2011."Maltese Late Prehistoric Ceramic Sequence and
Chronology: On-Going Problems," in Ceramics ofthe Phoenician-Punic World:
Collected Essays[Ancient Near Eastern Studies Suppl.68), ed. C. Sagona,
Walpole, pp. 373-395.
C.A.H. V. 14.1998, p. 129-130,s.v."The Western Kingdoms"(Collins, R.).
C.A.H. V. 14.1998, p. 533,s.v. "Italy, A.D. 425-605"(Humphries, M).
C.A.H. V. 13.1998, p. 1, s.v."Sucessors of Constantine"(Hunt, D.).
Cerchiai, L., L. Jannelli, and F. Longo. 2002. The Greek Cities ofMagna Graecia and
Sicily, Los Angeles.
Corinth IV.2 = 0. Broneer, Terracotta Lamps[Corinth IV.2), Cambridge 1930.
Dunbabin,T. 1948. The Western Greeks, Oxford.
Finley, M. 1968.A History ofSicily: Ancient Sicily, New York.
Franzius, E. 1967. History ofthe Byzantine Empire: Mother ofNations, New York.

39

Griffith, D. 2008."Alph, the Sacred River, Ran: Geographical Subterfuge in Pindar
Olympian 1.20," Mouseion 8, pp. 1-8.
Mine, D. 1972. The Homeric Hymns and The Battle ofthe Frogs and the Mice, trans. D.
Hine, New York.
Holloway, R. 1991. The Archaeology ofAncient Sicily, New York.
lenkins, K. 1976. Coins ofGreek Sicily, London.
Krautheimer, R. 1965. Early Christian and Byzantine Architecture, Baltimore.
Larson, J. 2001. Greek Nymphs: Myth, Cult, Lore, New York.
Lyman,T. 1989."Syracuse after Antiquity," in Syracuse, The Fairest Greek City, ed.
B.D. Wescoat, pp. 49-51.
Mathews,T. 1998. Byzantium: From Antiquity to the Renaissance, New York.
Patterson, C. 1989."Tyranny in Colony and Mother-City," in Syracuse, The Fairest
Greek City, ed. B.D. Wescoat, pp. 25-28.
Ramage, A., and N. Ramage. 1991. Roman Art: Romulus to Constantine, New York.
Short, E. 1936. A History ofReligious Architecture, New York.
Welch, K. 2003."A New View of the Origins of the Basicilica: the Atrium Regium,
Graecostasis, and Roman Diplomacy,"/RA 16, pp. 5-34.
Wharton, A. 1988.Art ofEmpire: Painting and Architecture ofthe Byzantine
Periphery, Pennsylvania.
Whittow, M. 1996. The Making ofByzantium, 600-1025, Los Angeles.

40

